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Letter from Duncan

With Cambodian New Year upon us—the holiday is one of the
main two breaks in the Cambodian year— Savong’s School will
be closed for a couple of weeks in the last part of April. At this
time of year many families travel to their homelands in other
parts of the nation. Even the city of Phnom Penh goes really
quiet, with many city-dwellers returning to their rural families.
Throughout the countryside the atmosphere is alive with music,
with chanting and celebrations. I was there a year ago and I
recall standing at Savong’s School on a Sunday afternoon, be-
mused by the musical clamour across the countryside. Locals
had hired grunty loudspeaker systems and the suddenly there it
was, the strains of that wretched party hit: The Macarena. It was
a surreal moment.

The New Year holidays put Khmer people under the same kinds
of pressures that Westerners face during Christmas or Thanks-
giving. There are transport hassles, peak holiday charges, and
the cost of gifts to worry about also. These pressures are part of
the fabric of most societies: and they reflect the sacrifices we
make for the sake of family, of friendship and of our faiths.

The New Year is also a time reflect on the year just gone, and
the year ahead.

For Savong’s School it has been a good year, with very signifi-
cant numbers of visitors from around the world including
classes of students from Singapore and Malaysia—part of their
ethics teaching programmes. Visitors continue to bring time,
energy, skill and—in many cases—hard sweat to help build the
resources of the school. Over the past 12 months we have seen
the arrival of a new computer classroom, new computers, a
vitally important tuktuk, as well as gifts of books and equipment
including sports gear. How many other children in Cambodia
have had the opportunity to enjoy volleyball, basketball, foot-
ball and that king of sports: cricket? You can just tell when the

Australians have been to visit!

What will the year ahead bring? I personally

think that the year will see a maturing of the

school. First, it will happen in terms of de-

veloping our systems. Savong is not a great

fan of paperwork, but he was under real pressure last year in
terms of getting the orphanage registered with the Government,
and recently he had to go to Phnom Penh to see three Govern-
ment departments (never underestimate the bureaucracy in
Phnom Penh) to argue for clearance through customs of a ship-
ment of books. For this he had to produce paperwork and evi-
dence that the school is an NGO and not a profit-making enter-
prise. I also see several signs that the Cambodian government is
wishing to register overseas funded organisations; in part to
control those that get too political.

The paper trail also leads overseas to us supporters. After that
awful incident in Haiti when a group of well-meaning, or per-
haps completely deluded, rescue workers decided to basically
abduct a busload of children to take them across the border to
an orphanage in another country - the world was put on further
watch that all projects, big or small, need transparent paper-
work.

The maturing of the school and orphanage project will also
come with the increased focus this year on the skill set of staff,
as well as with the commencement of the university scholar-
ships. We have five students qualified, at this point, to receive
support to university commencing in October.

For me, the other mission, the huge mission for the next decade,
is to develop a funding platform to ensure that the project—the
school, the orphanage and the scholarships—are sustainable
over at least the next 30 years. That sounds like a long time-
frame, but in truth, the first 5 years have gone by in a flash.
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Children at the Savong Orphan CeifitiMdarch 29th, 2010

Here’s a summary of their health and school progress. For these children SOC is now giving an educational catch-up.

FAMILY SCHOOL
NAME NAME AGE  BIRTHDAY HEALTH SPONSORSHIP
TUN BROS 15 6/01/1995 M GOOD Sponsored SiaRe
GOOD (Though eyes
CHAY GRUOCH 15 28/03/1995  F  cause her problems)  NONE AT PRESENT ~ GRADE 4
CHAY BRON 10 16/09/1999 F  GOOD NONE AT PRESENT ~ CRADES3
GRADE 1
CHAY SHUN 8 15/02/2002 M GOOD NONE AT PRESENT
GOOD (Though often
KAY RATANA 4 20/09/2005 M feels unusually hot) NOT YET REQUIRED 100 young
DOM KDEB 15  20/05/1994 M GOOD Sponsored GRADE 7
MOA HEAK 13 31/10/1996 M  GOOD Sponsored GRADE 4
TUCH SER 13 7/04/1997 M  GOOD Sponsored GRADE 4
uT DOM 11 7/01/1999 M  GOOD Sponsored GRADE 2
TE SARY 8 20/11/2001  F  GOOD Sponsored DRAREL
GOOD (Though experi-
VEOURN SINUON 3 5/08/2006 M  ences nosebleeds) NOT YET REQUIRED  Too young
FAIR Eyes/Teeth cause GRADE 2
VEOURN SORM 8 28/09/2001 M  problems Sponsored
VEOURN SREYAM 6 1/02/2004 M  GOOD Sponsored GRADE 1
KEN MANH 11 18/04/1998 M GOOD NONE AT PRESENT ~ CRADES3
DON SET 7 2/07/2008 M  GOOD NONE AT PRESENT ~ CRAPE1
REOURN SEYHA 15  28/06/1994 M  GOOD Sponsored GRADE 9
GRADE 6
THAY BUNTHEOURN 15 17/03/1995 M  GOOD (Swelling) Sponsored
VEOURN CHOMRONG 22  19/11/1987 M GOOD Sponsored GRADE 12
GRADE 6
NHOK BUNTHEOURN 14 5/11/1995 M  GOOD Sponsored
MONG LEAK 14 20/06/1995 M GOOD Sponsored GRADE 9
SUNN CHEAB 14 10/10/1995 M GOOD Sponsored GRADE 8
e GEY 4 4/07/2005 F  GOOD NOT YET REQUIRED 100 Young
Soon to re-
CAM KEM SAN 16 8/03/1994 F  GOOD NONE AT PRESENT  enrol
CHA SENH 14 24/11/1995 M  GOOD Sponsored et
Soon to enrol
&l
SO KIM 6 7/09/2003 M  GOOD NONE AT PRESENT
VEOUN WAV 13 17/03/1997 M  GOOD Sponsored SRRl
KROL KLOEURN 4 22/072004 M  GOOD NOT YET REQUIRED  '°°YOUnd
GRADE 2
KROL SREAYNANG 10  13/04/2000 F GOOD NONE AT PRESENT
GRADE 4
DI SOCHEA 11 1/05/1998 M__ GOOD NONE AT PRESENT

Next edition of the newsletter—party time: we’ll cover the amazing
fund raising work of a good supporter in Vancouver.




Short takes

Instant Karma. In the last newsletter
we mentioned Hong Kong based But-
terfly Dreams who retail over the inter-
net extremely luxurious bed linens.

Well they had dramas of their own with i

a British firm challenging their trademark (er, is nobody on
our planet allowed to use the word Dreams??) Well they re-
ceived free legal help to fight the case, which they won, and
the reason for the pro bono assistance was the fact that the law
firm is dedicated to supporting the cause of children, world-
wide, and what they acknowledged was that Butterfly Dreams
actively supports Savong’s School in Cambodia. So one good
turn led to another: a case of honest corporate goodwill being
repaid.

Check out Tim and Edith’s product at their website:

(11 Tube

On the web.

Another two appearances on YouTube this month for
Savong’s School. First, the good students at Garden Interna-
tional School, Malaysia organised a YouTube video to attract
sign-up for a school visit to Savong’s School later this year.
The promo worked—with 33 signing up for the journey.
Great effort. http:/finyurl.com/yaeosom

Then the same week we spot-
ted another video by volun-
teer Perry Stevens who dedi-
cated his travel video to the
task of promoting the school.
Many thanks!

o geoilbile: 405 bce

http://tinyurl.com/y9xb3xb
Every little thing helps spread the message.

Fact File: Siem Reap Province
FOCUS ON LITERACY

Savong School is located in Bakong District, part of
Siem Reap province which despite the tourism boom
based around Angkor Wat remains the second poorest
province out of 24 in all Cambodia.

Literacy is a serious issue in Cambodia and in Siem
Reap’s population of around 660,000 people, including
children, some 114,000 adults are believed to lack even
basic reading or writing skills. This is an estimate based
on commune databases which gather local information.
A measure of illiteracy is the number of people who sign
their ID papers with a thumbprint in lieu of a signature.

According to UNESCO figures, females are more likely
to go uneducated. Across the nation some 45% of adult
females lack reading and writing skills, compared to 25%
of males.

The problem is self-reinforcing also. Around 80% of the
poor—those who live below the official, and very mod-
est, ‘poverty line’ - are in households headed by indi-
viduals with little or any schooling at all.

This is an especially serious problem in Siem Reap prov-
ince where 55% of the population are aged 14 or under
and where 75% of households are below the poverty line.

Based on those figures around 225,000 Siem Reap chil-
dren under 15 are at serious risk of entering adult life
without reading or writing skills: a third of Siem Reap’s
total population are facing serious risk of illiteracy.

There is concerted investment in education by the gov-
ernment, but the Minister of Education is on record as
saying that the overseas funded sector (Savong’s School
is one of around 600 overseas funded schools in Cambo-
dia) is vital to ongoing development. In Cambodia there
is a shortage of skilled teachers. The average number of
students per teacher is 41, though that number doesn’t
account for the high percentage of school-aged children
who simply do not, or cannot attend schools.

Email us at duncan@kudos-dynamics.com And follow us on Twitter: Savong School

Telephone +64 9 366 0620 or Telephone Savong (Skype: Savong6) or +855 12 531 037

To remove your name from our mailing list, please let us know.

And if you have spare money looking for a good home, you can always link to Secure PayPal site via the
website. On the left down the bottom of each page is a button: PLEASE DONATE. Email us if you’d like more details.
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http://www.butterflydreams.com.hk/
http://www.savong.com

