Free education for children in rural Cambodia

SAVONG SCHOOL AND SAVONG ORPHAN CENTRE

Savongds Health CI:i
immediate demand.

Five students have enrolled at Siem Reap University. Four scholarship students
have been joined by Chom Rong, one of the orphanage family.

Scholarship students Preoun Sarat, Chuon Channtheng, Ngan Sochun and Neng Ty have commenced university. The w
marked by new clothes and a big feast in town.




Letter from Duncan.

|l 6ve been permanentl y
sure over the past three months. This just seems to be the year
when clients have tightened their budgets and lifted their de-
mands and for a few weeks I noticed that all my emails to sup-
porters and volunteers
do apologise for my
about such things.

But all that was made up for by a couple of meetings I had
while in Australia last month. Damon Dreves came down from
Sydney (braving weather and flight delays) and we spent a day
together really just walking around Melbourne and talking
about life and about the project in Cambodia.

Damon works as a counsellor/teacherd helping prepare prison
inmates for life outside. To be honest I would have thought that
such a role would make one
got this incredible Australian pragmatism about himd an en-
cour agi-inagg odgiaviet i t ude and |
how Damon both connects with the school and orphanage as a
project, and why he has provided such totally practical support.
He hasndét done this to Obi
donated the tuktuk to the school last year which has proved
indispensible for ferrying visitors and children alike. They also
provided many of the sewing machines which enable tuition
(and income earning) for the local women. They also sponsor
one of the scholarship students.

The next day I met with members of the Palti family who, as I
write, are making their third visit to Siem Reap. Their enthusi-
asm is palpable: a family unit absolutely alight with ideas for
lessons and student involvement. They know the SOC children
really well and it would be

Orphan profile fiChay Kruoch

Chay Kruoch, arrived at SOC in 2009 with her sister and brothemMote to visitor§ before you visit the orphanage you
a mekd t§ iringa pHotdcdpy bf §durpasspors Chjldasafeayt e d  f
policy.

Her mother extremely poor
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After my own trip to Melbourne there
was a flood of emails awaiting me and,
as usual, I opened up the Cambodia re-
lated correspondence first. It was just so
nice to hear from Holger, a volunteer
from New Mexico, and from Edith in
Hong Kong who has introduced a friend, Stephen, to the joys of
sponsorship. And Phil Caldwell who is establishing a charita-
ble Trust in California. (See page 5.) And Syd Joseph: also
committed to sponsoring one of the children at the orphanage.
And Sana and Shruti, two medical students whod as you can
guess by their names & reside in Wales and were in transit to
Siem Reap. Then there were emails from at least half a dozen
potential volunteers, and a kind PayPal notification or two, and
last minute arrangements by Jacqueline Chin from Malaysia.

What a long way the project has come from its early days. It
used to be lone dream nursed by Savong, and then a lone build-
ing in the middle of a rural field.

Wh a t heds created, | 6ve
community centre in Bakong near Siem Reap, but a global
community as well.

By getting involved in Cambodia we inadvertently get to know
our neighbours in North America, Europe, Asia and Austral-
asia.

What an amazing thing.
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My name is Chay Kruoch. I am 15 years old.,we are
living in Savong Orphan Centre. Why we live here
because our parents
to give us food and send us to school. When I lived at
home I must work with my mum. I washed dishes,
clothes, and harvested rice in the fields and carried the
 water. I also fished , dug crabs and caught fishes. But
| now we are very happy because I and my brother and
| sister can go to school and have enough food to eat daily.
I am four grades, my sister is three grades and brother is
one grade.

the eight yearold now has a sponsor: thank you
Louise!

In the last newsletter we featured little Chay Shun, and

separate



Phil Caldwell is a Canadian who works
in Hollywood California as a vet. The
year before | ast
School while on a well-building journey,
and this year he largely funded the

h

nurseds station an

farm which has proved very successful
at the Savong Orphan Centre.

This last month he has been underwrit-
ing the legal work to establish in the
USA a A5010 Chari
The Savong Foundation, to make gift-
ing much easier especially for those in
North America.

Here is his story.

t

Cambodia makes an intriguing travel destination; there are welcoming
people, a strong cultural heritage, a delicious cuisine, a tumultuous past
and temples that are straight out of an Indiana Jones movie. In the fall of
2008, during some time off as a veterinarian, I decided to go there to see
what all the fuss was about.

Like most people who travel to Cambodia, I spent a lot of my time in the
surrounding area of Siem Reap. Unlike most people, I wanted to expand
my experiences beyond the usual tourist fare and sought out Savong who
offered to show me the struggles that Cambodians face every day. During
one memorable trip to the countryside, I visited a small village which
seemed to consist of a handful of makeshift houses and little else. Al-
though this was extreme poverty, the people were incredibly happy about
my impromptu visit and I promised them that I would be back to help
them improve their lives.

Upon returningtto thg Un'ged States, I keéot in touch with Savong and with
€ iy hoS Aot 8 de. aYQﬁg S .

a little help from my friends, I raisedenough money to build several wa-
ter pumps for various families. It seemed like forever before I found the
dme to ceturh tg Glambg)dia(but in Aphilef 2019, knfade the journey once
again. This time, I had collected enough money to build more water
pumps as well as construct the nurse's station and finish the fish farm at
the orphanage. It was all very rewarding (playing with the kids was a

special bonus) and my ten days passed waaaaay too quickly.

ft 901'1 Iave faveled O ba?ngoaial, y%d1 will understand when I say that
this country stays with you. Even though I am thousands of miles away, I
think about this enchanting place almost on a daily basis. I feel com-
pelled to help these people and I have decided to form a non-profit or-
ganization called The Savong Foundation. Although it is in the earliest of
stages, the goal is to receive tax deductable donations which will directly
benefit the orphanage and the surrounding community. Ultimately, the
foundation hopes to expand the orphanage, offer more medical care, build
water pumps (as well as improve the quality of water) and serve other
community needs. Although the foundation is based in the United States,
the intention is to have a lot of international involvement.

There are certainly a lot of challenges ahead; this dismal global economy
does not make it easy for people to donate money and there is so much
need in Cambodia, it is sometimes difficult to decide where the priorities
are.

It is also important to find sustainable projects that can benefit in the short
term but will have long term success. To me, these challenges are real
but small and our focus on helping these people will help us overcome the
hurdles.

This is a very exciting time for Savong; his dreams are becoming a reality
and I'm so thankful that I can be a part of it all. If you would love to find
out more about how you can help, please do not hesitate to contact me at
movievet@roadrunner.com.
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Scaottish resident Laura Ryan was committed to a vol-
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School on the internet. After doing her homework and
contacting a couple of other volunteers she committed
to a hot 7 weeks. Here is her story.

A couple of words....

On 28™ April 2010 I made my way by moto from Siem
Reap to Bakong Province to meet the teachers, staff and
students of Savong School. The journey to Bakong took
about 25 minutes and it was a journey which I loved to
do every day for the 7 weeks of my teaching experience.
The sights and sounds experienced changed every day;
some frightened you and some made you laugh. Most
importantly most of the people who you passed had a
beaming smile for you.

On arrival at the School I met Savong. He was funny,
friendly and welcoming. We chatted about the school
and Savongbs past and vi
the other staff. While I chatted to children I was then
asked by Chantheng (the administrator) to take a class.

Bei

ng a bit scared | wa
want to observe first!o
there and there was no one else available to teach. So
marker in hand and terrified I went in to teach my first
class of Khmer students, less than 24 hours after arriving
in Cambodia!

The first class, like the whole experience was enjoyable
and enthralling. All of the students were motivated, dedi-
cated and good fun. From the teeny weeny ones to the
aged 20 plus I was amazed at their abilities and their
commitments. Some children travelled for over an hour
by bicycle on the not-so-smooth mud roads to get to the
school; their enthusiasm and dedication is amazing. The
student abilities ranged from absolute beginner to ad-
vanced. Throughout my time I helped teach various
classes; my least favourite being grammar!

When I first arrived the teachers were delivering very old
school style lessons; teacher wrote, students copied,
teacher said, student copied and there was fairly little
conversation between students and teachers and students
and students. Syd, another volunteer, and I had a meeting
with Savong and the teachers and discussed more student
-led teaching and more conversation. We discussed the
importance of different teaching styles and allowing more
student interaction and opportunity to practice.
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The teachers all took this on board and during my time I
assisted the teachers by showing them how to incorpo-
rate practical exercises into the lessons... having more
and more student practice and less and less teacher talk-
ing. The teachers were very open to learning new teach-
ing styles; they themselves have not had the benefit of
teacher training so they would benefit hugely from some
actual teacher training if there is a potential volunteer out
there who can do this. Some students were understanda-
bly very nervous about being asked to always speak
English in front of the class.

In time, their confidence developed and you began to see
the less confident students eventually put their hands up
to volunteer when you asked for a volunteer to demon-
strate with you at the beginning of a lesson.

A second important change with some lessons was in-
creasing the praise given to the students. I tried to en-
courage to the teachers to praise the students after every
attempt at an English conversation; this increased
teacher-student relationships and the students were so
pleased with themselves when regularly praised with a
well done, that was excellent, good, very good etc.

I help Sopheak to write a new English conversation exer-
cise book for the students; two pictures of my own fam-
ily ended up being used on the front cover so look out
for me when you go!!! The book has been well received
and it was eventually introduced into other classes.

The school has a fantastically stocked library. Syd very
generously brought a CD player; however the availabil-
ity in Siem Reap of CDO6s
so the school would benefit from these being brought
from overseas; Syd was able to make a CD from some
materials he had. The teachers are also very poor and
white board markers (the good ones which last more

than 1 week) cost about $1.50. It would assist the teach-
ers if volunteers bought their own white-board markers

or even brought a few for the teachers.

In the beginning I was teaching at the school for the full
school teaching time - from 2pm until the school fin-
ished at 7pm. I also taught and helped out in the orphan-
age every day. The classes at Savong Orphanage Centre
commenced at 8am T however I opted to begin at 9am.
It was a long day and it was beneficial for the volunteers
to agree amongst themselves what their start and finish
time would be so that the school drivers were not having
to go to Siem Reap more than once in the morning and
evening. Savong, his staff and the students were EX-
TREMELY grateful for any time which you could com-
mit to helping; they were very flexible about the hours
which you did.

As I tended to be in Bakong for about 10-12 hours per
day I took 3-4 litres of water with me every day 1 an
absolute life safer. Some local sellers sit outside the
school every day and sell various types of ice-cream for
about 20cents. This was heavenly during a long hot day
of teaching!

A cou-
ple of
stu-
dents
even
bought
me ice
cream
T this
melted
my
heart T
here
are

stu-
dents
with
very
little
buying their teacher ice-cream to say thank you! A sign
of the generosity of the Cambodians; I found that on my
various trips there were people giving me food and drink
to help increase my experience of Cambodian foods and
people.

So, once my first day nerves were put to rest, I went on to
develop a great relationship with staff and students. They
were all very friendly, welcoming and good fun. Stu-
dents were keen to learn about your own country and
often chatted to me between lessons; the best thing was
they even corrected my grammar! Brilliant! As well as
English I was able to assist with the computer lessons; I
did this very few times as I found the heat in the com-
puter room unbearable T there is one fan in there but IS

think they could do with a few more; I have no idea how
the students managed to stay in the class for any length of
time.

Saying good bye at the end of my seven weeks was very
difficult. I have now been home in Scotland for 6 weeks
and I still miss the students and staff and reminisce about
my experience every day. When I first arrived at Savong
school the students were amazed that I was 29 and un-
married with no children. I found this hilarious. They
told me they felt pity for me. Of course you have to un-
derstand the different culture and not let this upset you.
On my final day, as the students gave me their personal
good bye wishes, many of them wished to see me again
and hoped that next time I see them that I have a husband
and maybe a child.... I hope to see them within 12
months.... so I can satisfy their first request but the other
two.... well they will have to pray hard!

In closing I would say that anyone who is thinking of
going to Savong school to volunteer T just go for it. It
was a fabulous experience I will never forget. I gained so
much; which is odd as I did not expect to be the gainer in
this experience. It certainly is a Kingdom of Wonder!

Laura Ryan 2% July 2010



