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Free education for children in rural Cambodia 

S A V O N G  S C H O O L  A N D  S A V O N G  O R P H A N  C E N T R E  

Savong School  Newsletter :  Number 2  

This year Savong’s most pressing project has been to find ongoing support 

for the children at the orphanage. The financial assistance has been found 

through a combination of supporters in Singapore, UK and Australia from 

where a single Melbourne family has made a commitment to help meet the 

living costs of the children—the food and daily power generation at the or-

phan centre. Other one-off gifts have enabled the completion of a few capital 

projects (new water tank for the orphanage) and so the outlook has stabilised 

somewhat after an uncertain beginning to the year. However there is more 

work to be done. 

The focus in recent weeks has been to enrol the children at the local schools 

and also to get signed agreements with the families of the Savong Orphan 

Centre children to ensure that these children won’t be withdrawn for the 

purpose of child labour in family businesses. Six weeks ago we lost two 

children in these circumstances and Savong is anxious that the other children 

can complete school.  

Plans are afoot to build a craft and activities room here to teach skills and 

also to give the students room to spread out or study. 

Savong took this photo of  the 

neighbour’s house—a day after the ty-

phoon. For a few days roads were under 

water and children stayed home.  

Ongoing support at the orphanage.  

October 2009 

Orphan Profile—Bun Theourn 

Bun Theourn has had a tough life and a sad month, losing 

his grandmother who died on September 16th.  

He came to the orphanage because his family has been un-

able to afford his food, clothing and education, and in fact 

Bun Theourn had been in the workforce for years. His father 

is in jail for allegedly stealing a motorbike. Now the boy is 

committed to completing his education at high school to get 

a proper head start in a life where, so far, he has worn 

heavy responsibilities from a young age.  

He’s quiet and introspective—but always taking care of the 

younger children at the orphanage.  

Thanks for the good feedback on edition 

one. In this issue we’ve added more news 

about the orphans.  

You can also find Savong School group on 

Facebook. 

And we constantly update the website too: 

www.savong.com  

 

The newsletter 

The month the typhoon hit!  

The big news in Cambodia this last month was the typhoon that lashed the 

nation (it hit Vietnam even harder) and destroyed houses, flooded roads 

and—most seriously—damaged recent rice and crop plantings. This could 

be catastrophic for many hundreds of thousands of Cambodians. The school 

fared okay—the volleyball court looked like a swimming pool for a few 

days, but the classrooms and library were high and dry. Winds reached 

145km/hr during the blast of Typhoon Ketsana. 

The week of  his grandmother’s funeral ,  Bun 

Theourn became a monk to honour her memory.   
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Letter from Duncan. 

This has been a very busy month for Savong and the crew at the school and orphanage. Among the 

things that Savong has been arranging are the signed agreements with families of the orphans, de-

signed to protect the rights of the children to a good education. Getting the children enrolled has also 

taken time, and for one of the boys, Seyha, the enrolment came with a nice surprise. Seyha is a 

popular member of the family—many supporters will have met him in the role of driver: always 

smiling, always giving the kick start his best shot. Now he’s back to school it was decided to give 

him a bicycle—and Savong took him shopping in Siem Reap, hoping to find a $50 bike. Well it 

turns out that Seyha is a pretty good haggler as well, and he 

had his heart set on the cool bike that caught his eye: this 

silver Hummer with the off-road suspension and the spe-

cial wheels. It even has foot stands on the hubs so others 

can ride. Nice machine. 

Savong laughed about the shopping trip, (which blew the 

budget by another $30) and when I spoke to him I realised 

that Savong is wishing for these children many of the 

things he didn’t have when growing up himself.  He does-

n’t just want them to get an education and a head start—he 

also wants them to experience enjoyment and delight. “They’re my family,” he explained.  

I felt that quite deeply in late September when Bun Theourn’s grandmother died. His family 

is very poor and in these circumstances Savong helped cover the funeral expenses and took 

time out to help Bun Theourn deal with his grief. During those days Bun Theourn went to 

the local monastery, had his head shaved, and became a monk. Savong’s photos caught his 

emotions explicitly—I see sadness, but also a fatigue that no young person should wear. 

Back in New Zealand the news affected me quite a lot. The school and orphanage make up 

part of my daily life these days —the emails, the various bits of business—and mostly my 

thoughts are dominated by the happy aspects of the enterprise. If you’ve volunteered at the 

school you’ll know what a delight it is, and how cheerful the children are. I guess there’s an 

element of romance about that picture.  

But Bun Theourn’s situation put me back on the ground. I was reminded, quite starkly, 

about the deep poverty in Cambodia and the hardships that children face. Can you imagine growing up in a family that can-

not afford to feed you; where a parent is forced to consider the option of selling her children? 

Over the coming weeks the school is scheduled for many volunteer visits including one or two school groups, and these will 

be rewarding and I hope delightful for everyone. A very significant feature of the visits we’ve enjoyed this year is the num-

ber of people returning, as well as the number of people who have come via direct word of mouth.  Certainly one way you 

can help the school’s ongoing publicity is to tell the rest of the planet by adding a link or two to wherever it is that you tell 

your own stories -  whether travel blogs, travel advisory sites, reviews of places you’ve stayed, or special interest sites on the 

internet. 

You’re also welcome to add your story and your photos to the www.savong website. The internet has made a lot of the 

school and orphanage project possible, and a few words from visitors, volunteers and supporters can make a real difference. 

Take care everyone.  

 

Duncan Stuart  

duncan@kudos-dynamics.com 
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First Name  Age Family  Background 

UTDAM 11 Te Has a mother, but no father. Lives at the orphanage to get schooling. 

BUNTHEOURN 17 Say 

Profiled above. Doesn’t have a father—his mother is extremely poor. 

He recently lost his grandmother. 

KADEB 17 Dom 

Mother has an alcohol problem—Kadeb is at the SOC to further his 

education. 

SEYHA 17 Roeurn 

Many visitor know Seyha—he’s the smiling one who drives the tuk tuk. 

He’s now re-enrolled at High School. 

SORM 10 Voeurn 

Sorm, Sreyam and little Sinuon are from a poor Poipet family—they 

lost their father 3 years ago and moved to the orphanage recently. 

MANH  11 Ken 

Manh is also from Poipet and has no mother. He’s here to complete 

school. 

SET 

 

8 

 

Don 

 

Young Set is one of the five Poipet children here at the Orphanage. 

Again, from an extremely poor family, he lost his mother. Set and the 

other Poipet children still badly miss their families. 

SREYAM 7 Voeurn The only girl in the group —Sorm’s younger sister.  

CHOM RONG 

 

22 

 

Voeurn 

 

Chom Rong is like big brother to the group—he has recently re-

enrolled at High School and is keen to complete his studies. This last 

month thanks to a very kind donation, Chom Rong has been granted 

money for a second-hand motor-bike: he and Savong have been shop-

ping for a good one.  

LEAK 14 Mao 

A very poor family—he has 4 sisters and 1 brother, and came to SOC to 

complete his secondary education. 

SOEU 

 

13 

 

Tuch 

 

Comes from the same village as Leak—does not have a father, his 

mother is a nun unable financially to look after her children. 

HEAK 13 Mao 

Heak is Leak’s younger brother. Their parents are unable to support the 

family financially. 

SINUON 

 

4 

 

Veourn 

 

Little Sinuon is the youngest in the family here, the younger brother of 

Sreyam and Sorm. Their family is desperately poor. Sinuon gets day 

care at Savong School. 

SENH 

 

16 

 

Cha 

 

Born in 1993 in a local village in the Bakong District. He still has par-

ents and they are farmers—but hit badly be the economy. When he 

stays with his parents he loves fishing. He is enrolled at the local high 

school and has only recently joined the others at the Orphan Centre. 

 

CHEAB 15 Sunn 

Cheab is also from a local farming family and recently came to the 

SOC so he could further his education. 

BUN TOEUN 14 Nhuk 

Bun Toeun’s parents are local farmers who cannot make ends meet. 

They sent their son to SOC so he can continue with his high school 

education. 

 
Current enrolments at Savong Orphan Centre 
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S A V O N G  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  
To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at duncan@kudos-dynamics.com  64-9-366 0620 (I’m in New Zealand.) 

Telephone +64 9 366 0620  Telephone Savong (Skype: Savong6) or email svaysavong@gmail.com  

 

If you have spare money looking for a good home, you can always link to Secure PayPal site via the www.savong.com 

website.  On the left down the bottom of each page is a button: PLEASE DONATE. Email us if you’d like more details. 

 

 

C O N S T R U C T I O N  P R O J E C T S  

There are two construction projects currently nearing completion at 

the school and orphanage. 

 

At the school, funds raised be the energetic students and parents at Tenby 

International School in Malaysia are been directed towards a dedicated 

computer classroom alongside the library. Members of the Malaysian 

school, who are planning to visit in December, recently held a photo exhibi-

tion and other fund-raising events and dedicated the proceeds to Savong 

School thanks to a previous visitor Siem Reap, Alan Crombie, who is dep-

uty head at Tenby. We’ve valued Alan’s involvement because he provides 

educational expertise and insight on top of the very practical help. 

 

Meanwhile a generous donation has enabled  the construction (right) neces-

sary for a big water tank at the orphanage. Those blazing blue skies in the 

photos occurred a few days after the typhoon. The water tank, gathering 

fresh rainwater from the roof, enable the children to literally have water on-

tap instead of needing to physically pump the water via the well. 

 

 

T H E S E  F U N D  R A I S I N G  N E E D S  C O M I N G  U P  

The school and orphanage continue to develop and in recent discussions 

Savong has raised the following needs—some more pressing than others. 

 

1. A regular waged housekeeper at the orphanage - to act as mother 

figure as well, especially for the younger children. 

2. A crafts centre/study room at the orphanage where the children can 

learn skills, study or play—especially during the wet season. 

3. The possibility of a tuk tuk for the school to enable transport of vol-

unteers to and from town, transport of children (for example outings 

from the orphan centre).  

4. A general assistant driver, run-around guy to help in the day to day 

running of the school and orphanage. There’s a lot of time pressure 

on Savong at present, especially during busy weeks when he is 

sometimes required to do the 50 minute round-trip into town three 

times in a day. Seyha and Chom Rong have been excellent general 

assistants, but they’re back at school to complete their education. 

 

If you’d like to find out more about these things, give us a call or check out 

the situation next time you visit. 

Savong School account funds 

are held in ACLEDA Bank, 

Siem Reap, and the account 

feeds teacher salaries as auto-

matic payments and up to $300 

in monthly running costs. With-

drawals greater than $300 re-

quire two signatures (Duncan 

and Savong) to provide trans-

parency and accountability. 

mailto:duncan@kudos-dynamics.com
http://www.savong.com

